ST CODILE’S HISTORY

In the summer of 1853, the first
company of agricultural immigrants
arrived from Belgium, coming largely
from the Province - Brobant. They
settled on the vacant lands in the
Bay Settlement vicinity. The first
pioneers were followed by about
15,000 Belgians in the next four or
five years. They were greatly
influenced by Fr. Edward Daems, a
young Belgian priest who was the
first resident clergyman serving the
Door Peninsula.

One of the first churches in the
area built by settlers was St.
Odile’s, Thiry Daems, named after a
Belgian saint. The original
structure was built in 1858 and
burned in 1871 in the Great Peshtigo
Fire. At that time, the parish
consisted of 40 families. Services
were held twice a month.

In 1876, Constant Jean Baptiste
Thiry Sr. donated five acres of his
land on which the second structure
was erected. It served until 1914
when it was razed. The cemetary
still occupies that site. The
present church, built in 1914, was
erected about 200 yards to the east.
The structure’s cost was $6,000,
which included the $129.25 for
bricks. The church dues were $5.00
per year.

The Thiry Daems community at that
time consisted of the church, a
cheese factory, two taverns, a store,
and a blacksmith shop.



The first trustees of the present
church have their names on the
cornerstone: Ernest Dalebroux; Joe
Barrette, treasurer; Peter Mornard,
secretary; and Fabian Junion and
Joseph Boucher, consultors. These
gentlemen were paid $3.50 per year
for their services.

0ld records show, that the priests
received $50.00 every three months.
The janitor, who was hired to tend
the stove, was paid an annual wage of
$1.00. ]

The interior of the present church
underwent a renovation in 1965. The

large altar was cut down and the
present cross and corpus erected. _
The interior was repainted and B
redecorated. The church basement, LA
which had been remodeled and
repainted at an earlier date, was
used for card parties during the
winter months and also for funeral
dinners and receptions. It was
referred to by a former pastor as The
Thiry Daems Holiday Inn.

Church records disclose that
Constant Delain was the organist. In
1921, he was replaced by his wife and
later his grandaughter, Kathleen
Malcore Frisque. She was followed by
Arlene Jadin, who along with her
daughters and granddaughters continue
to lead the community in song.
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PASTORS WHO HAVE SERVED ST. ODILE’S

Rev. ;Edward Daems

Rev. J. R. VanRooy
Rev. C. J. Smits

Rev. John W. Melchers
Rev. A. G. VandeGevel
Rev. Richard Londo
Rev. J.F. VanDyke
Rev. Walter Paiemont
Rev. Steinmetz

Rev. A.C. Kenney

Rev. Ludolf Jacobs
Rev. Blaise Peters
Rev. I.M. Gosz

Rev. Berendsen

Rev. Anthony Righino
Rev. Hugh McDonnell
Rev. Damian Wieber
Rev. Christian O’Brien
Rev. Bill Donavan
Rev. Francis Kerscher
Rev. Florian Resheske

Founder in 1858
1894-1904
1904-1908
1908-1924
1925-1929
1929-1933

Few months
1933-1945

1945 (Asst.)
1945-1950 (Asst.)
1946-1953
1953-1959
1953-1959 (Asst.)
Mar - Sept 1959
1959-1962
1962~1969
1969-1977
1977-1979
1977-1979
1984-1989
1989-1992

{Asst.)

ELDER MEMBERS OF ST. ODILE

Norman Bredael
Walter Dalebroux
Viola Hallet
Madeline Joniaux
Edward Martin

Celia Bredael
Edith Frisque
Bessie Jadin
Louise Lemens
Sophie Ratajczak



