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The St. Louis Church in Dyckesville dedicated its new addition, called the Gathermg Place, on June 11. The photo,
taken by James Lampereur, shows the entrance to the addition. Submitted photos

St. Louis Church
built on rich history

Building built in 1863 on glﬁed 3-acre plot

By Karen Van Gemert
Special to the Press-Gazette

DYCKESVILLE —
When Belgian immi-
grants erected St. Louis
Church in 1863, the
small, hand-built wood-
en structure served a
hardworking Catholic
community on the edge
of Brown and Ke-
waunee counties.

Nearly 150 years
later, the church still is
growing — so much that
an addition aptly named
the “Gathering Place”
was dedicated last
month.

*The space stands as
a tribute to the faith,
heritage and generosity
of our parish members
and friends," said Sister
Marlene Dimmerling,
0.P, parish director at
the church.

The $400,000 addition
was constructed in
seven months and the
parish incurred no debt
when completed. On
June 11, Green Bay
Bishop David Ricken
celebrated Mass and
conducted a blessing to
dedicate the new
Gathering Place. The
day’s activities included
a dinner in the parish
social center.

It all began 148 years
ago on a gifted 3-acre
plot. According to “The
History of St. Louis Dy-
ckesville, 1853-2011,"
by Jovce Allard Lam-
pereur, the St. Louis
Church and Cemetery
underwent a transfor-
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mation [rom 1887-93
During those vears, lo-
cally cut stone and
brick were used as the
building blocks to re-
place the initial struc-
ture. The cornerstone,
dated 1888, bears the
initials of Vincent Pom-
mier, whose financial
support of the construc-
tion was significant. His
grave can be found n
the cemetery adjoining
the church.

In the yvears that fol-
lowed, other items were
added, including a brick
steeple, flooring, a
Gothic altar, the sac-
risty, pews, an organ,
lighting, fences, iron
gates and cement walks.
Improvements were
also made in the ceme-
tery and “grave vard
rules” were established.
Eleven stained-glass
windows were pur-
chased and installed in
1909 by the Wisconsin
Art Glass Co. in
Oshkosh at a price of
$300. By 1926, archives

The §t. Louis Church and the first rectory.

note the church was re-
modeled at a cost of
51,396 In the late 1940s,
the parish’s annual
meeting minutes noted
“due to the influx of
tourists and summer
residents, two Masses
were insufficient” and a
third Mass was institut-
ed. The present rectory
was also built about that
time.

A decade passed and
consideration for a pro-
posed new church was
voted down. However,
the St. Louis Parish
Centennial of 1963 in-
cluded dedication and
blessing of a newly con-
structed school, fol-
lowed by a residence
for the sisters who
taught there. The school
building was converted
to a religious education
and parish center, al-
most four decades later.

In 2009, discussions
hegan again regarding
the need to update and
expand 5t. Louis
Church. An all-parish

meeting demonstrated
positive meémber sup-
port and ground was
broken last September
for an addition to the
main structure of 1888,
Again, the parish com-
munity diligently
worked together to pro-
vide sacred worship
space for the next 100
yvears, just as their an-
cestors’ vision had pro-
vided for them.

The new Gathering
Place allows flexible
seating for more than
150 people, modern
restrooms, a reconcilia-
tion room and a chil-
dren's room — all handi-
cap accessible. Lighting
fixtures and stained-
glass windows mirror
those in the church built
in 1887,

Agatha Hendricks, a
parishioner at St. Louis
Church, has a long-
standing connection
with the church. She re-
members attending
Mase at 5 a.m. on Sun-
davs, the only time her
farm family could make
it

“I was baptized and
married at St. Louis, as
were our children, who
also attended school
there,” Hendricks said.

“T think the new addi-
tion is wonderful.”

Karen Van Gemert of Dyekesvile
is & paristioner a member of the
bu|_|'|:.||,'||_:|l commities and a fector
at the church, Her main sourte for
this stary is “The History of 5t
Louis Dyckeswilte, 1653-2011.7 Ta
read an edited version, go 1o

W stloulsdvekesvile com



