June 5, 1962

CHA‘\IP!ON (‘ HURCH CE‘\ITENNIAL SUNDAY

St. Joseph’s Church at C hampion
To Celebrate Centennial Sunday

|brate the 100th anniversary of |

St. Joseph's as a full fledged |

\parish with a resident pastor.
I

‘ The Rev. Righino, celebrant, |
'w:ll have the Rev. Rowland|

CHAMPION (PG) — Bishop|of this settlement *“Aux
Stanislaus V. Bona, Green!Premiers Belges” marks it as
Bay, will preside at the Sol- the first Belgian settlement
emn High Mass to be cele-lon this Peninsula and its be-
brated at 4 p. m. Sunday in ginnings go back to 1853-1856
jcommemoration of the centen- |th official cords of the
nial celebra- & ICatholic parish here only b
tion of St & gin in 1862. M ' no doul
Joseph's Cath- & been offered
IoIic Congrega- fore that date OWE
ition in the baptism of C Coe bort
community of JAug. 21, 1862 legitimats
{Champion near daughter of Charles Codi and
'‘New Franken. Stephanie Lelous, and that of
'The Rev. John 'M. J. Eliza Everard and of J
'H. Righino, O (Josephine)? Cequin, born
{Praem., pastor, 'Aug. 30, 1862 with rites ad-
will be cele- ministered by the Rev. G
|brant of the ey Righino Wilkins, the first resident
|Mass to cele- \pastor, on Sept. 21, 1862, are

the first statistics on record

A log church was hmlt in
1856 and the congregation con-
'sisted of Flemish Belgians and
|Walloon or French speaking

'De Peaux, O. Praem., as dea- 1Bt lgians, In 1877 this log
con of the Mass. The Rev. De | church was destroyed by fire
|Peauxs father was born in the | 'md when the question of
\parish and his parents, (Rev.|where to erect the new church
'DePReaux’s parents), were arose, the Flemish *;N aking
married at St. Joseph's. Belgians from Aux Flamant
Mother From Parish Lone '*, ;}:\:'L.i the b!t;~ h
W i | e lgLans al “AUX
The Rev. Samuel Jadin, O. | ,’, ,b’ ey P ,_
remiers Belgas” (Champion)
'Praem., will be sub- deacon. | od worshiooed tossther B
‘His mother is the former .. PG . ) ‘
now those from Champion,

'Tillie Vincent, who was a girl
from the parish.

\sermon. Abbot Killen, Mon-

ary.

_,1.< original spot,
The Rev. N. J. McLaughlin, !
|0. Praem, prior to St. Nor-|
bert's abbey will preach thei

'signor Marx and Monsignor |
Ropella will be in the sanctu-
| tween the two.

“We are using this occasion
as a homecoming for all for-| ment,

wanted the church rebuilt on
while those
from Tonet, wanted the
church rebuilt on its original
spot, while those from Tonet,
wanted the church halfway
between Champion and Tonet,
This dispute caused a split be-

As a result of this disagree-
the Flemish, without

was

{mer residents or descendantsie_rplscopal approval, built their |
of the parish,” Father Righino/own church on the same site|

said. This will be a general :

'sponsored by the congregation |
for the accommodation of the|

is the present St. Martin's. |

'picnie, beginning at 11 a. m,, Since the bishop would not

give them a priest, they held
their own services, until about |

visitors. A chicken and ham|a year later when they were
dinner will be served begin-|given a pastor. |
ning at 11 a. m.
Land Deeded
According to history fur-
nished by Father Righino, as|
early as Oct. 10, 1855 John|
'Joseph Delveaus, one of the|
|fmn. Belgian immigrants deed-I
‘ed five acres of his newly ac-
|qu1red government land rorL
the establishment of a church|
'and parish and a log churchl
was built,
Although the original name !

'First ‘White Father’

On May 20, 1894, the Rev.
.. J. Broens, O. Praem. a
companion of Father Pennings

' on his trip from Holland and

a brother of the later Mon-
signor Broens, Sturgeon Bay,
appointed as the first
“White Father"” at Champion.

The Rev. P. M. Smits, O
Praem., was pastor of St
Joseph's, Champion, from
September of 1908 until March
of 1951, His first baptism was
that of Elmer D. Duquaine of
Duquaine Lumber yards and
his last baptism was that of
Thomas Hannon. Among other
things during his long tenure
at Champion, Father Smits

' built the present parish house

at Champion in 1922 and in

11936 he not only remodeled

and modernized, but practical-
ly rebuilt, except for two side
walls, the old church, con-
structed just prior to 1880,

The Rev. E. H. Berendsen
was appointed pastor in
March of 1951 and he was re-
* placed in September, 1956 by
Father Righino.



