
June 5, 1962 

CHAI\IPION CHURCH CENTENNIAL SUNDAY 

St. Joseph's Church at Champion · 
To Celebrate Centennial Sunday 
CHAMPION (PG) - Bishop o! thi etllement .. Auxlfirst 'White Father' 

. Stam.Jaus V. Bona, Green Pr m ·er Be gc/~ mark~ i a ~ On May 20 1894. the R v 
Bay, will presidt. at the Sol- the first Belgian ~ettlement L. J . Bro(\n. '. O Praem , a 

1emn High .Mass to be cele- I on th1 · Pt n n ula anci _it ~e- rompanion of Father Penning 
brated at 4 p. m . Sunday in je.nn.ng go bJrk to 18:>3-18 ... 6, on hi trip from Holland and 

l c~mmemorat10n of the centen t~ t o'f icial rccoz d or th< 3 brother of the later Mon-
n 1 a I celebra- , 1 l\hohc pnu. h h 1t onl v b • c:ignor Broen , Sturgeon Bay, 
ti on of SL rr r in 18 "''..! 1. hod 1 o doubt wai; appointed 8 41 the first 
Jos. ph's Cath- bPt n ff r d n "\Vhite Father'' at Champion 

lolic Congrega- fore that d .... k. The Rev. P. M . Smits, 0 
t i on in the bap , m 1 t t ' t !I 1 ( d1, horn Praem. wa pa tor of St 
communi ty of I Aug 21 , 1 '~ I g1t1m. • Joseph'

1

s Champion. from 
Champion near daughtfr of C a1 le Codi and September of 1908 until March 
New Franken. Stt.:phame Lrlou and that of of 1951. tt 15 f1rs t baptism wa-; 

: The Rev. John M J . ~liza Evera rd and of J . that or Elmer D. Duquam of 
. H. R ighmo, 0 <Jo t!phrn ) " Ct qu n born Duquaine Lumber yards and 
Pra em., pastor, Aug 30. 18R2 w tlh n te · ad- hi la t baptiC'm w as that of 
will be cele- m1n1stt'1ed by he Hev G Thoma5 Hannon Among other 
brant o! the Rev. Rlrhino \Vilk m . th first re 1dent thmgR during his Jong tenun~ 
Mass, to cele- . pa.s tar, on Sept. 21 , 1862, are at Champion, Father Smits 
brate the lOOth anniversary o! the !Jrs t tat1st1c on r cord. built the pres nt pnnsh hous 
St. J oseph's as a full f ledged A log church was built in at Champion in J 922 and in 
parish with a resident pastor. 1856 and the congr egation con- 1936 he n ot only remodeled 

The Rev. R1ghino1 celebrant, si1o;ted of F lem1 h B lg1ans ~nd I and modern iz d, but pract1cal­
' will have the Rev. Rowland Walloon or French pe king Jy rebuilt, eixcept for two ide 
. De P eaux, 0 . Pracm., a dea- Belgian . In 1877 this log waJJ , the old church, con­
con of the Mass. The Rr v. De church wa de troyed by f ire tructed JUSt prior to l 880. 
Peaux's fa ther was born m the and when th question of The Rev. E. H . Berendsen 
parish and his parents, (Rev. wh 1• e to t rP. l the new chun·h wa appoint d past or in 
DePeaux's parents) , were a1 o . the FlE mish ~pc.;nking March ot l 951 and he wa re-
marned at St. J oseph's. Ht lg. i.s from Aux f l m. n p laced in September, l 950 by 
Mother From Parish Tont•t ttn<l . ~he l' 1• t•n 11 Father R1ghmo. 

fll'akrng Bt•lg1a1 at · us 
The Rev. Samuel J adin, 0 . l 'J 1 ,nil 1 Bt! a " t Ch mpionJ 

P:aem, w11l ~e sub-deacon .• w d \\ or hippt d together but 
H.1s . m~ther ls the form.er nc" t 1 c e from Champion, 
Tilhe Vmcen~, who was a girl 

1 

want d the church rebu ilt on 
from the parish. iLs original spot, wh ile tho e 

The Rev. N. J . McLaughlin , f1 om Tonet, w a n t e d t he 
0 . Praem., prior to St. Nor- church rebuilt on lts origin al 

· bert's abbey will preach the c:pot, while tho e from Tonet, 
, sermon. Abbot K illen, Mon- wanted the ch urch halfway 
· signor Marx and Monsignor betw en Champion and T onet. 

Ropella v.rill be in the sanctu- Thi dispute caused a sph t be-
ary. lwe n the two. 

"We are usin1 this occasion A a result of this disagrett -
as a homecoming for all for - ment, the Flemr~h. without 
mer residents or descendants ec: p1scopal approval, built their 
of the parish," Father Righi no O\\ n rhur ch on th same . 1te 
said. ThJs will be a general a' the pl<.'' n St. Mi rtin' 

' picnic, beginning at 11 a. m ., ' Sin<'e the b ic:hop would not 
sponsored by the congregation give thrm a prieC't, they held 
tor the accommodation of the the:r o\i. n s rvices, un til about 
vi.dtors. A chicken and ham a year later when they were 
d inner w ill be served begin · g1\:en a pa c; tor 
nln1 at 11 a . m. 
Land Deeded 

Accordinf to h istory fur­
niihtd by Father R11hino, u 
early u Oct. 10, 1855 John 
J 01eph Delveaus, one of the 
flnt Bel1ian 1mm1rranta deed­
ed five acrn of h is newly ac­
quirtd rovemment land for 1 

the fttabllshment of a church ' 
and parish and a Jog church ' 
WU built. 

Although th• original name J 


