
RELIGIOUS UNREST
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     I was raised Catholic on a farm in the Southern part of the county. In fact, it was in an area  
that once had a small crossroads village with the name of Misiere. It was located between the  
villages of Rosiere and Brussels. When I was growing up it was accepted that the priest and the 
Catholic  religion was without  fault  and was not  to  be questioned.  So,  you can imagine my 
surprise when I found out about all of the religious unrest in the Brussels area in the mid 1800’s  
to the early 1900’s. Actually much of the dissension was in my own back yard.
    It seemed that the Catholics in the area were quite distressed with the quality of priests that  
were being sent to provide them with their spiritual guidance. It seemed that there weren’t a great 
many of the priests that  could speak Walloon. This of course,  made it  very difficult  for the 
parishioners of the church to relate to the priest what exactly they needed for their spiritual 
guidance. 
     There were three churches that were built at about the same time in the 1860’s. It was the 
“Delwiche church” in Namur, one in the Rosiere/Misiere area and one on what is now Cty. Rd C.  
Each  one  of  these  churches  had  a  story  connected  with  it.  Stories  that  I  found  to  be  very 
entertaining.  In the respect that it isn’t only in our times, but also in the times of our ancestors, 
that the Church and its parishioners did not get along.
     The first story-The “Delwiche” church so named because services were said in the home of  
Guillaume Delwiche.  Later  a  church  was  built  by  the  predominantly  Walloon  Belgians  and 
dedicated “to Our Lady of  the Snow.” A school  was built  for  the purpose of  educating the 
Belgian children in English and the basic subjects. The teachers that they chose for this purpose 
were the Sisters of St. Francis of Bay Settlement. This church and school burned and another 
church and combination convent/school were built. It was to this area that Rev B. Pennings,Rev. 
Broens and Brother Heesackers were sent. Their ministry was to bring the area Catholics back to 
the Church. These men found families eager to hear the word of the Lord but just as many who 
were straying toward the preaching of the charming and handsome Rev. Rene Vilatte. He was at 
times a Roman Catholic priest and at times a Presbyterian minister. In the late 1800’s Rev. Vilatte 
was practicing a sect known as the Old Catholics. Their teachings were practically the same as 
the Episcopalians. He gained many converts especially in the Gardner area. It was here that in 
1888 he started the Church of the Precious Blood. He also built a guildhall and a parsonage. 
They still can be seen on Cty. Rd. C North of Brussels. St Mary’s of the Snow church (a newer 
version) and the convent/school can be found on Hwy 57. This was to be the founding place of 
the Norbertine Fathers.
     The second church that was built was between Rosiere and a small village about a mile North  
that was called Misiere. The name of the church listed at times as St. Michael’s and at times St 
Hubert.  One descendent  of  one  of  the  settlers  in  Rosiere  stated  it  was  named St.  John the 
Baptiste. Whatever the name was the history surrounding it remains the same. This edifice built 
to preach the word of the Lord burned in the Great Fire of 1871. It was after this event that the 
“feud” between the two villages began. The people in and around Rosiere wanted the new church 
to be built in Rosiere but the Misiere people wanted it built in the same place that it had been. If  
it were built in Rosiere it would mean an added hardship for the Misiere people to get to Mass.  
The bishop had visions of the church being built in Rosiere as he thought the village was going  
to  become  a  prosperous  and  growing  town.  However,  the  priest  Father  Erasmus  E.  Leccia 
disagreed with the bishop. He agreed with the people of Misiere and called the people of Rosiere 



“Black  Belgians.”  The  Bishop  replaced  him with  either  Father  Crud  or  Father  DeParadise. 
(Different  sources  list  different  names)  Meanwhile,  Father  Leccia  started  a  congregation  in 
Misiere called the Independent Catholic Society. Their doctrine was the same in everyway to the 
Catholics except it did not believe in the authority of the Bishop in the area. They purchased 
some land and without the authorization of the Bishop proceeded to build a church. On July 22,  
1878 Father Erasmus E. Leccia and Desire E. Englebert signed the papers to receive the land that  
was donated by one of the parishioners. (This by the way was my Great Grandfather.) A beautiful 
red  brick  church  and  wood  rectory  was  built.  Land  for  a  cemetery  was  consecrated,  and 
therefore, St. Michael’s Catholic Church came into existence. This was not the end of the “feud.”  
The Bishop received many petitions from the parishioners of St. Michael’s to recognize their 
church and to recognize them as Catholics. A letter that was filed in the Archives of St. Norbert 
Abbey in the year 1878 by His Grace the Rev. Francis Xavier Krautbauer stated that: “ We regret 
we must say we cannot approve this request, this church being to close to St. Hubert. We cannot 
permit the building of a church beside every saloon. An old proverb says, “Wherever God builds 
a  Church,  the  devil  builds  a  chapel.  But  in  America  it  surely  appears  that  it  must  be  said, 
“Wherever there is a saloon, people want a church.” The Bishop finally did agree but he only 
agreed to make it  a mission church of St. Hubert’s of Rosiere. This was after Father Leccia  
decided to return to the “fold” and stop being known as the renegade priest. Sometime in this  
entire melee, Father Leccia must have come into some disfavor with his parishioners. He had set 
up a post office in Misiere and named it after him. He allegedly interfered with some of the mail  
and consequently my Great Grandfather Desire Englebert set up another post office in his home. 
He named it after E.S. Minor of Sturgeon Bay. It is interesting in the respect that Desire had  
earlier been one of Father Leccia’s supporters. 
   Before this happened, many disagreements took place.  These were reported in various local 
papers. A few that I thought were interesting are as follows:
     AHNAPEE RECORD  20 SEPTEMBER 1877
      “CHURCHMEN RESORT TO BLOWS”
          For some past time, the congregation of the Catholic Church at Rosiere had been divided into
    two factions. The trouble seems to have arose out of the desire on the part of some members to de-
   pose the priest in charge. Last Sunday during the absence of the priest, one of the opposition attired
  himself in the garments of a priest and paraded around among the congregation, intending to burlesque
  the priest. This aggravated the others, who gathered in a crowd and attacked the hotel of Charles Rubens,
 who is said to be one of the strongest of the opposition party. They smashed in his doors and windows with stone,  
drove the family from the house and did much damage to the premises. Several gunshots were fired, wounding two 
men whose names we have not been able to learn. The whole affair had culminated in a lawsuit pending before  
Justice Yates we go to press. Ten of the mob are under arrest on complaint of Mr. Rubens and 39 witnesses have 
been subpoenaed to attend the trial.
       On Wednesday, the priest swore out a warrant on Mr. Rubens, charging him with instigating a man to cut off the  
tail of his horse. The whole affair seems to be a disagreeable intolerant church scandal and we give the story as we 
heard it from several parties without vouching for its correctness.

GREEN BAY ADVOCATE – SEPTEMBER 26, 1878
    CHURCH TROUBLE
       For some time past trouble has been brewing in the Catholic Church of Brussels (St. Michael’s was considered  
Brussels), which finally culminated in an open rupture last week. It appears that the pastor in charge, Father E.E. 
Leccia, was displaced by the order of the Bishop, and Father De Paradise appointed in his stead. The friends of the  
former were dissatisfied and displeased with those proceeding and formed and independent church of their own with  
Father Leccia in charge. The latter, upon leaving the church, also took all the personal property belonging there  
with him to his new edifice. This fact was communicated to Bishop Krautbauer, who forth with took the necessary  
legal steps to regain possession. A warrant was issued and sent to Sheriff Houle, who ordered Deputy Sheriff Hayley 
to execute the writ, who, 



 upon going to the residence of Father Leccia, was promptly met by the latter and his friends and requested to  
vamoose the ranch, which he did in good order, without having accomplished his errand. Upon the state of affairs 
coming to his knowledge, Sheriff Houle immediately started for the scene of excitement, and boldly entered the  
sacred precincts where he found the property, which he seized and took possession of and will hold subject to the  
decision of the court at Green Bay, where we understand the matter is to be decided. ( Father Leccia claims he 
retained the articles so he would receive his pay from the former parish). 

   There were many other discretion’s that were noted in the local papers. They told of Priests  
tampering with the mail. Lawsuits brought against the Priest by the parishioners who had their 
mail tampered with. There were stories of Rev. Crude being excommunicated from the Church 
for having eloped with the church pianist Miss Zoe Allard. They were caught in Cincinnati. The 
Priest  that  replaced  him was  also  excommunicated  for  indiscretions.  There  were  reports  of  
Priests and parishioners having fistfights over various topics with both parties suing the other.
   Meanwhile, while this was going on in the Rosiere area, another church was being built North 
of  Brussels  on Cty.  Rd C.  The name of  this  church was St.  Johns  the  Baptiste.  It  too was 
destroyed by the Great Fire 1871. This embroiled the area in the same type of “feud” as the  
Rosiere/Misiere  congregations.  One  group  wanted  the  church  rebuilt  on  the  same  spot  and 
another group wanted it built North away from a troublesome swamp area. St. Johns also had a 
cemetery, which was consecrated, and when they went to bury the first parishioner they found 
out that there was only a thin layer of soil on top of solid rock. They couldn’t use the ground for  
anything else, as it was consecrated, so they built a six foot stone wall, filled this with ground  
and buried the people in the enclosed area. This was known as the “Cemetery in the Sky.” (This 
can still be seen to the side of the road off of Cty C.) But to get back to my story, two churches  
were built St. John the Baptiste and St. Joseph. The Bishop recognized both churches. St. John 
the Baptiste  church was destroyed again in  1894 by fire.  The priest  in  Gardner  was Father 
DeParadise. He had a few “run-ins” with the locals. He sued Peter Baudhuin for defamation of 
character and he was sued by August Balza for assaulting him on October 1, 1878 during the 
church festival near priest’s residence.
         March 6, 1879- DOOR COUNTY ADVOCATE:
            Father DeParadise has taken off to parts unknown. The “divine” followed in the footsteps of Henry Ward 
Beecher,  whereupon the  outraged husband of  the  women who was  a  member  of  the  congregation  made  it  so 
uncomfortably hot for the lecherous priest hat he mad a bee-line for the west shore of Green Bay. Catholics, is it safe 
to trust your wives and daughters with such base wretches?   
   Another church that was built on the same road was the White Star Church in 1888. The 
Spiritualist  Movement  had started in  the 1880’s.  The leader  was Mr.  John B.  Evereats  who 
claimed that he could talk to the dead. The other leader was the Catholic priest Rev.Stevarnd, the 
pastor of St. John the Baptiste. The priest asserted that Evereats could not hold a séance if the  
priest was present and wished to prevent it. A Mr. Duchateau, one of Mr. Evereats supporters, 
offered a $1,000.00 wager if the priest could prevent the séance. The séance was scheduled for 
June 22, 1885 at ten in the morning. When the priest did not show up, the crowd of several 
hundred people sent a horse and buggy to get him. He declared that he was not prepared for the 
contest  but  did  appear  only  to  assert  that  he  would  not  participate  and  ended  by  roundly  
denouncing the gathering. This resulted in forty people leaving the Catholic Church and joining 
the White Star Church.
   This church along with St. Francis Xavier Church made five churches at one time on Cty. Road 
C. Eventually St. Joseph Church also burned, leaving the three churches that are still present and 
are still practicing the religion that they originally professed.
    I also remember my parents talking about various people who were designated healers.



It seems that if you were sick or injured you would go to these people and they would “lay hands  
on you.” Many people pronounced themselves cured after just such happenings.
   Another whole story is about the vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Adele Brice on August  
15, 1885. But that is for another publication. I hope I have been able to make this article as 
interesting to you as it was an eye-opener for me.
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