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Humboldt Parish Reaches Centennial 
By TOM KELLY 

Preu-Gozettw Staff Writer 

It was October 15, 1878 
when the Rev. Gregory Pel­
legrin was appointed first 
putor of St Mary's pariah of 
the Town of Humtx>ldt. In 
the 100 years since then, the 
pariah and its missions have 
worshipped in six different 
church• and a number of 
make-shift halla. 

The pariah, now known as 
Our Lady Queen of Peace of 
the Town of Humboldt, has 
changed names twice in the 
lut 12 years. The wrou&ht 
iron croa from the church 
built in 1872 WU placed Oil 

the steeple of ita replace­
ment built in 1908 and ia 
now in the cemetery at 
Eaton. 

It all began in 1872 when 
the fint church was built. It 
waa operated as a mission 
until 1878 when Pellegrin 
was appointed pastor. St. 
Mary's pariah, with a heavy 
Flerniah population, then set 
up the St. Hubert Mission at 
Sugar B~ two miles down 
the road in an heavy Wal­
loon-populated area. 

St. Mary's also had a mis­
sion at St. Joseph's at 
Eaton, an area heavily I~ 
which was abandoned in 
1932. The Irish then went to 
worship at what was called 
Poliah Eaton. 

The Rev. Van Hevster at­
tempted to consolidate the 
pariah and its mission in 
Sugar Bush during his four 
years as pastor beginning in 
1895. The Rev. Van Nist­
leroy alao attempted con­
solidation around the tum of 
the century, but the Wal-

loons rejected the idea. Van 
Niatleroy left the pariah in 
1903 after failing in his at­
tem pt. 

By 1905, it became obvi­
ous that consolidation was 
not in the forEMeable future, 
so St. Hubert's Church was 
built to replace the old 
frame mission. 

Building was the order of 
the day and a new St. 
Mary's wu built in 1908 to 
replace the 1872 church. On 
Feb. 4, 1926, the Rev. Fran­
cis H. Clabots, a young 
Norbertine priest, celebrated 
his first Mass in the new 
church. 

That church was built 
during the time that the 
Rev. Louis Van Oeffel was 
pastor. Van Oeffel's 1907-

1916 stay was the longest 
tenure for any St. Mary's 
pastor before World War II. 

In May of 1944, however, 
the Rev. Hubert J. Kleiber 
was named pastor. His nine 
years, 8 months, and 22 days 
became the longest term 
since the parish's founding 
76 years earlier. 

In 1958, Green Bay 
Bishop Bona appointed the 
Rev. Charles Duerr pastor. 
ln November, Bona also con­
solidated the parish. It be· 
came Saints Mary and Hu­
bert Parish of the Town of 
Humbolt. 

Because the parish was 
now combined, it needed 
on!y one church. St. Mary's 
Church, the smaller of the 
two, W88 closed in 1959 and 
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torn down the following 
year. A new rectory wu 
built near St. Hubert's 
Church and the old rectory 
was sold u a private resi­
dence. 

A fire destroyed the par­
ish church in 1966 and con­
struction on a new church 
began the next year. In Jan· 
uary of 1967, the name of 
the parish W88 changed once 
again, this time to Our Lady 
Queen of Peace or the Town 
of Humbolt. 

Pa.rishoners worshiped at 
Rainbow Gardens, a local 
hall, until the new church 
could be completed. On Dec. 
B, 1967, the feast of the Im­
mcaulate Corfception, the 
first M888 was celebrated in 
the new church hall. 

Anniversary - Our 
Lady Queen of Peare parish 
in Humboldt. has recorded 
its lOOth anniversary. The 
present church, located on 
Humboldt Road, was built 
in 1967. 

The midnight Christmas 
Mass of 1967 was the first 
M8S8 celebrated in the un-
completed church. Th 
church was dedicated on 
Oct . 15, 1968, 90 years after 
the parish received its first 
pastor. 

Duerr left the parish in 
1972 after 14 years and 20 
day , the longest pastoral 
reign in parish history. 

Today, the parish has no 
debt. None of the original 
building of the parish till 
stand, except the rectory 
which has changed owners at 
lea.st twice since 1960. 
County Road T runs 
through the site of old • t. 
Mary's. The Rev. John ch­
mitt is now the pastor of Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Parish. 


