June 28, 1980

Holy Name of Mary parish marks 100th anniversary

The 100th anniversary of
the dedication of Holy Name
of Mary parish, Maplewood,
will be observed Sunday
with a centennial Roman
Catholic Mass celebrated at
10 a.m. by Bishop Aloysius
J. Wpycislo, with seven
priest-sons of the parish and
several former pastors.

Dinner, by reservation,
will follow at Coun’s “C”
Club at Brussels. An auction
of antique church items, a
raffle of handmade items
and a picnic will begin at 2
p.m. on the church grounds.

Among the guests will be
Monsignor Francis Hei-
mann, longtime pastor in Al-
goma. He arranged the 50th
year celebration in 1930 of
Holy Name of Mary and was
pastor in Maplewood from
1928-1930. He is now retired.

Holy Name of Mary par-
ish has served has the
Catholics in the town of For-

estville and surrounding area
for 79 years. Located on a
hill just east of Maplewood,
the church can besseen for
many miles.

However, the history of
this congregation does not
begin with this edifice. The
first Catholic settlers arrived
in this area as early as 1855.

The pioneers became
members of Immaculate
Conception Parish, Algoma,
formerly a mission of Ke-
waunee. It became a parish
in 1869 and was served by
several priests before the ar-
rival of the Rev. John
Joseph Rhode.

In 1874 he encouraged the
people to start a congrega-
tion and in 1875 began
building a church on land lo-
cated midway between the
villages of Forestville and
Maplewood. The first and
original cemetery is still at

this location.

The Rev. Adalbert Cipin
pushed for completion of the
church, and on Nov. 14, 1880
held a ceremony of the bless-
ing of the church, dedicating
the parish to the Blessed
Virgin under the title of
Holy Name of Mary.

The parish grew rapidly.
From 1885-87, there were 96
baptisms in the church, a
record never again ap-
proached to this date. A new
church was in order and the
Maplewood site was se-
lected. On July 2, 1901 the
cornerstone was blessed and
laid. Costing $12 it was paid
for with donations of chil-
dren of the parish.

In December of 1901,
Bishop Sebastian Messmer
and about 30 clergy arrived
for the dedication of the new
church.

In 1921 the rectory was
destroyed by fire and a new

one erected on the same
foundation. This building is
still the rectory today.

The Rev. Anthony Da-
niels started serving in late
September 1930. He intro-
duced the Third Order of St.
Francis of Assisi sisters.

On May 1, 1937, the Rev.
Joseph Diny began a pastor-
ate that spanned 11 years
and six months, the longest
of any pastor at Maplewood.
He made many improve-
ments in the parish.

The Rev. Lawrence
Loerke directed the building
of the new entrance for the
church, the baptistry and
ushers office and in 1952
purchased an organ, which is
still used.

The current pastor, the
Rev. William Van De
Kreeke, was appointed in
April 1975. Repairing the
outside of the church — a

new roof for the church and
steeple, brickwork repair —
installing a new boiler, car-
peting the interior of the
church and varnishing the
pews, as well a building of
the reconciliation/baby
room are recent improve-
ments.

The parish also stated a-

program in 1975 in which
Holy Communion would be
taken to shut-ins each Sun-
day by lay distributors, who
also help in the distribution
of the Holy Eucharist at
parish Masses.

In 1976 a special celebra-
tion was held commemorat-
ing the 75th anniversary of
the building of the Maple-
wood Church. Seven priest-
sons and 10 sister-daughters
were invited for the occa-
sion.

On Nov. 5, 1979 the cor-
nerstone of the Maplewood

Church was removed be-
cause it was leammed that 1
box had been placed into it
when the stone was dedi-
cated in 1901.

On Nov. 8 a large group of
elderly parishioners, many of
whose names were listed as
donors for the cornerstone,
assembled to view the pap-
ers in the box. A long list of
boys and girls who gave be-
tween five and 25 cents were
listed as well as a page in
Latin telling of the ceremo-
nies. A small American flag
with 45 stars was also in-
cluded.

Those items along with
additional items pertinent to
the centennial were returned
to the cornerstone.



