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Holy Cross, Norbertines 
celebrate their century 
Parish, priest order began association in 1904 
BY JEAN PEERENBOOM 
Jpeerenb@greenbaypressgazette.com 

In 1904, the bishop of the 
Catholic Diocese of Green Bay 
asked the Norbertines to provide 
pastoral services to Holy Cross 
Catholic Church in Bay Settle­
ment. The Rev. Siard C. Mickers 
answered the call and became 

. pastor in February of that year. 
The Norbertines have contin­

uously served Holy Cross and 
will celebrate their 100-year as­
sociation on Sept. 12, which is 
the Sunday before the Feast of 
the Holy Cross on Sept. 14. 

"For a religious community 
to have 100 years of continuous 
service to a parish is worthy of 
a celebration," said the Rev. 
Tom Hagendorf, who because 
pastor in August 2003. Holy 
Cross is the third-oldest parish 
in the diocese, he said. 

"Holy Cross has always prid-
ed itself on being a family, and 
our celebration will be a family .1 

celebration," he said. 
After the service, the congre­

gation will gather for a potluck 
brunch and program. 

All the Norbertine priests and 
brothers in the area are invited. 
Those who have Sunday obliga­
tions will join the Holy Cross 
community after the liturgy. The Norbertines have provided pastoral services for the 150-year-old Holy Cross Catholic Church, 
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sisters who are visiting from 
Slovakia in attendance, and the 
Sisters of St. Francis of the 
Holy Cross, who have a mother­
house next door, are also invit­
ed. Sister Ann Rehrauer, 
president of the Sisters of St. 
Francis, will be part of the pro­
gram. The Sisters of St. Francis 
taught at Holy Cross School for 
many years since it was found-

ed more than 100 years ago. 
History is very much a part of 

the parish, said Norb and Joan 
Jadin, who helped build a Her­
itage Room in the rectory I 
parish center. That building, 
which sits between the church 
and the Sisters of St. Francis' 
convent, was built during the 
Civil War in the 1860s. It was 

home to the Rev. Edward Daems, 
who founded Holy Cross, and 
the birthplace of the order of 
sisters that became the Sisters 
of St. Francis of the Holy Cross. 

Daems started the parish in 
1852 in Bay Settlement. His 
parish extended as far as Stur­
geon Bay to the north and south 
into Green Bay. The first church 

building cost $605 and was of 
white pine constructed in the 
form of a cross. Daems served 
as pastor until his death in 1879. 
For the next 13 years, the parish 
was served by missionaries be­
longing to the Fathers of Mercy 
order. There was also a short 
tenure of Franciscan priests be­
fore the Norbertines took over. 

The Rev. 
Tim Shillcox, 
who was 
pastor of 
Holy Cross 
Church until 
2003, 
celebrates 
Mass with 
the youth 
of the parish 
In 1999. 

The celebration 
Holy Cross Catholic 

Church, Bay Settlement, 
will celebrate 100 years of 
partnership in ministry with 
the Norbertines at a 10 a.m. 
liturgy Sept. 12. Bishop 
David Zubils will be the 
presider. Concelebrants will 
be Abbot Gary Neville of St. 
Norbert Abbey and the four 
living former pastors and 
current pastor, the Rev. 
Tom Hagendorf. 

A potluck brunch and 
program follows. 

Holy Cross pastors 
In all, there have been 

nine Norbertine pastors 
since 1904. They are: 

• The Rev. Siard C. 
Mickers, from 1904 to 
1920 

• The Rev. William De 
\fries, from 1920 to 1958 

•The Rev. Thomas Fox, 
temporary administrator 
from 1957 to 1958 

• The Rev. Francis 
Clabots, from 1958 to 
1971 

•The Rev. Peter Renard, 
from 1971to1974 

• The Rev. Emmanuel 
Mulhall, from 197 4 to 1984 

•The Rev. Gerald Kem­
pen, from 1984 to 1992 

• The Rev. Tim Shillcox, 
from 1992 to 2003 

•The Rev. Tom Hagen­
dorf, 2003 to present 


