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Holy Cross marks yearlng sesqu1centenmal

Parish celebrates
century and a half
of prayer, history

BY KAREN RAUEN

krauen@greenbaypressgazette.com

In 1852, the Rev. Edward
Daems purchased several acres
of land northeast of Green Bay
for $9 an acre and founded the
Holy Cross Church family.

Nearly 150 years and several
pastors later, the parish still sits
on the limestone ledge overlook-
ing the bay of Green Bay. The
church, now led by the Rev. Tim
Shillcox, began its yearlong cel-
ebration of its 150th anniver-
sary Sept. 16.

In the past 150 years, the land
the church sits on was annexed
into Green Bay and the parish
has begun to make the transi-
tion from country to suburban
parish.

“It's been sort of sleepy coun-
try parish for a long time,” Shill-
cox said. “We have a rural feel in
a suburban parish where we try
to take care of each other.”

Shillcox speaks of a sort of
homespun hospitality that
comes through at parish
potlucks and in the way congre-
gation members take care of
each other.

The church hasn’'t been
locked in three years, Shillcox
said. Instead, its doors are open
24 hours a day for those who
need to pray or just calm down.

“It's a small-town, old-fash-
ioned thing we can do that real-
ly speaks to modern needs,”
Shillcox said.

Nearly 69 years ago, Dick Ja-
cobs was among the first to be
baptized in the Holy Cross
Parish’'s new church. The
church building replaced the
parish’s first which was built in
1852.

“Faith means quite a bit to
me,” he said.

And so does the church’s an-
niversary. For the church’s
longtime members, the celebra-
tion is particularly important,
Jacobs said.

The church’s 150th anniver-

| About

{ Holy Cross

Address: 3001 Bay
Settlement Road

Mass times: 6:45
p.m. Tuesday; 8 a.m.
Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday; 4
p.m. Saturday; and 8
and 10 a.m. Sunday

Pastor: the Rev.
Tim Shillcox, since
1992

Parish: 700 house-
holds and 2,100 peo-
ple

Building: The pre-
sent church was built
for $69,000 in 1932.

Parishioners cross
aisles and join hands
during Saturday Mass
at the Holy Cross
Church. The parish

is marking its 150th
anniversary with a
yearlong celebration.
Photos by Stephanie
Bruce/Press-Gazette

Those attending Mass Saturday at Holy Cross stop to bless them-
selves with holy water as they leave the church.

sary was too big for just one
weekend celebration, Shillcox
said. Instead, it warrants a year
bent on moving the church for-
ward and encouraging members

to reaffirm their membership.

It also will include a concert
by the choir of the church’s sis-
ter parish Holy Angels of
Chicago, a Lenten program, his-

torical displays and story-
telling by church elders.

With more than 700 house-
holds and about 2,100 people
served by the church, Shillcox
said, “We have literally the
whole age and sociological spec-
trum here.”

The church'’s history speaks
to its members, Shillcox said.

“People were gathering on
this same site to pray when the
union and confederate armies
were fighting,” and that has an
impact, he said.

Jacobs has his own history
with the church.

Jacobs’s parents and grand-
parents were members of Holy
Cross, and he has remained ac-

tive in the church his entire life

For 47 years, Jacobs workec
at St. Francis of the Holy Cross
convent, which neighbors the
church and its rectory. Jacobs
also volunteers regularly at the
church.

On Monday mornings, he anc
other members of the Over-the
Hill Group clean the church.

Over the years he’'s seen thi
church grow.

“Years back, I knew practical
ly everybody in church,” h«
said. Although that's not th
case anymore, the growth hasn’
changed the fabric of the parish

“People are very friendly witl
each other,” Jacobs said. “Peopl
just welcome new members in.”



