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]Ji~f Qry-·of: MiSere· . .-J.{eveals 
·:Tijidg -Times,,~ · Rift in Parish 
v ' • . ' _______ ....;.· ......., ____ i;....; ____________________________________ __ .'. ~~= ':'et-.V~r.~,..._~; tongues of'ttre. THe roar·of the 

1 .. stra19M ..Its to ttie 'Palling d Miserit. an fiaming forest was .frightening. 
' ... ar.- -fed in Door ~ lust ~ Tb · 6'1"" bite as 

the ~UMe toounty tine. Tile ~ure e poor sei.uers, W 
• 

4 als0 $1, ' Michael's CathoUc ·ChUrch. ghosts, rushed troni their houi:-
1·· M. ~ Ttachac. Aagotm, who spent his es believeig the terible day of 
r- early,_ in lHet -generai• area llnd taught "-dgment had arnv· ed. 

scbodf f'lot . •ar from St. Mlantel's. was JU 
•, llltereSted In · me plctull", partlculartv Ir• POS8e881ons Destroyed 
. vletf .. of fhe .... lnteresttng hlstorlal back- · • 

grdtlnd of the , church.. In the tottowll'.'Q Within a few hours many OJ. 
- arflqe he 5!Jar~ the b1storv and reveats, them lost their homes, barns 

too .. that ~s betwee~ north and ~" d th · · Some of 
• are not lbnit4M to countries. an . 0 er possess10ns. 
' Most a.f the . J3elgian settlers them ' escaped with only the 
~ fn that area came with an clothes they wore: The commu­
.Jfillux of urunigrants in 1853 and nity lay in ashes. 

'.. took up homesteads. In the Peshtigo fire of 1871, 
~ It ~as not long before they much of northeastern W"IScon-

felt thf . need for a house of sin was burned over and it is 
. J wor.ship where the¥. could go to said that in no Wisconsin com­
.. ; church. Consequently, several ~ty aid the -~gtc !courg~ 
~ of ttiel settler.s. banded together of fire ~escend wit.h such . turr, 
· and decided to · build a church. devastation and death •s it ~ 
· ~ :bUtit' a small log stru~ture upon t)le Belgian s~ttlement in 
·.' oa a. site. ·•bout midway between Door county. In this holocaust, 
. tbe ' pr~setlt ~·Michael's church · the log church burned and was 
in ~ lfisere aild St. Hubert's in a complete ·.Joss. . 

· Ro!iere. Undaunted b~ this trage~y, 
'The area surrounding it was the settlers decided to rebuild 

., mostly still a wilderness and the church but on a different 
• cmly a.. .trail led to it. Later, site. . . . 

when the area was surveyed to Those pa~sh1oners m the 
.lay 01,1t: a road, the thurcli was southern pat1 o! ~e congrega­
. found t.o be quite a distance tion. favored a site on the coun­

-i .from. ii. It was only a mission ty line, known then as 'Rosiere. 
!·;; churcl, ,: served by White Jta- There ~ppear to be everal 
~ I theri of :.st. Norbert's O r d-e r . reasons. One w~ that eventu• 
~· Prie~ from· Bay Settlement ally the' co~nty lme would be­
~ _. anci Ptampion came monthly to come a mam fra~led higb,way. 
· ·; se~ 'the sPtritua1 needs Of the An~fuer one and perhaps more 

.' patishloft'e!'s. Some' .yeau later enticing was that they he~rd 
· a · permanent pastor was as- the gov~rnment was pl~nnmg ' 
· ~ sigtied to the congregation, but tc;> estab~sh a post office in Ro- · 

sine~ · thei:e was no rectory, he siere i What a convenience 
. lived - am.Ong 1 .the parishioners ~?at would be," they said. 
until a 11ectory was er-ect.ed. Whe~ we go to ~hurch, "!'e 
·. 'l'heli;in October, 1871, some- can pick up the mall <of ,~h1ch 
thing Olcurre(i which chaiiged there rarely was any). They 

. all thi$.. It was the year of als<;> beam that some black­
" .the - ~ Peshtigo fire , rom- smith planned . to start a 
~ ~ moal1 'known as "the big fire blacJtsm1th and wagon shop in 
:' of- im..,, · . Ros1ere. It appea~ed as though 

The·· autumn had been unusu- Rosiere_ \'/a~ . destined ~ be­
' ally .-~. as no rain fell, from come a thriving ~omm\m1ty. It 

tM month of July that year. seemed• a prop>er place to· bumi 
. The surrounding fOl"ests became the new church. · . . 

a · tinder box, the scanty bar- Ho~ever, those papshi.oners 
"-~ ve&t had ~en gathered in the on ~ n<;>rth end of ttie con_gre­

bar:bs · and corn was ill .ttie gation_ differed on the ground 
. shock: - _ : _ that they would have f arthet t.o 

·Foie-- ieve'.ral days a blue haze . go to church. In those days of 
,.- bung ill the sky. Then suddenly foot tl'avel .or tranSPQrta!fm !>Y 

one day the .air tlirned tnto oxen, a rmle was a long dis-· 
· - - tance. · 

Otntroversy Resuffa 
This resulted in a• controversy 

between the northerners and 
the southerners. · The ·pastor 
sided with the northerners and · 
it :esulted. in ,secession wnich 
spilt the congregation virtually 
in two. The northerners decid­
ed to form a new congregation 
and build their own church. · 
They obtained sanction from 
the bishop to go ahead with 
their plans. 

Most likely a plot of groµnd 
was donated as the site and 
building of the new church was 
begun in ea'rnest soon after the 
"big Peshtigo fire." It was 
built by donated labor. 

'!11ls time the parishioners· 
srud, 'We will ma.ke it fire­
'Proof ·and build it of btf cks so 

that ft will stand a h u n d r e d 
ye~!., They were right in 
their belief. A rectory was built 
near the church. 'lbe church, 
consecrated as St . . Michael's 
church, stiU stands. 

Most every community Jn 
those ~ays had one or two per­
sons who were willing to take 
upon themselves leadership in 
promulgating any civic move­
ment or project which would 
be beneficial to the community. 
In the Misere area in this re­
spect ·must be mentioned the 
name of the late Desire Engle­
bert, grandfather of the chief 
of the Algoma fire department. 
He, with others like him, took 
the lead in promoting progress 
.and advancement in the com­
munity. They were community 
spirited! ' , 

Mr. Englebert, then in the 
prime of his life, ' gave unspar­
ing service to help organize the 
new congregation and build St. 
Michael's. He .was as well a 
successful farmer who never 
failed to take $idvantage of any 
new farming method and he 
was also extremefy interested 
in local school affairs. 
Stayed With St. Hubert's 

Not all parishioners who li~ed 
in the northern ·area joined St. 
Michael's. Some of them, by 
virtue of long connection with 
their church, remained with St . . 
Hubert's in Rosiere. Among 
them were some of the Mas­
sarts, LeClouxs, LuMayes, Del­
forges and Trembles. 

In the meantime, the parish­
ioners were busy building -St . 
Hubert's at Rosiere. Work' start­
ed soon after the big fir~ and 
for a time it seemed 1X> be ·a 
race to see which would be 
completed first. This church, 
too, was constructed of brick 
to make it more fireproof after 
what was experienced during 
the big fire. The church stood 
until 1932 when it was replaced 
by the present structure in Ro­
siere during the tenure of the 
late Rev. C. J. Smits. Thus it 
was that there became two 
churche~ and two congrega­
tions , St. Michael's in Misere 
and · St. Hubert's in Rosiere. 

St. Michael's in Misere con­
tinued with a resident pastor 
for about 20 years · when the 
rectory was destroyed by fire . 
Efforts to rebuild it failed. The 
country was in the throes of a 
depression in the early 1890's, 
better known by oldsters as the 
"C 1 eve land Times." Farm 
prices_ were ridiculously low. 
Wheat, which was the s t a p 1 e 
farm crop, was selling as low 
as 25c a bushel; pota.toes, lOc a 
bushel; hogs, 50c to $1 a head· · 
eggs, 3c a dozen, and .fa~ 
churned butter ·was selling in 
the market at Sc a pound. 

The settlers had no money 
and were . .in dire finahciai 
stress. They could not pay their 
taxes. To go to the expense of 
building a new· rectory, t h e y 
said, was impossible. The bis)l­
op, hearing ' of their plight de­
creed that until times retu~ned 
to normal, St. Michael's was to 
be a mission church of Rosiere. 
It remains so to this day. 

Although St. Michael's is 
showing the passing of time 
and its near 100 years of exis­
tence, it is surprisingly well 
kept in the interior by a few 
devoted women of the parish. 

In reverence to the dead the 
cemetery is also well ~ain­
tained. 
Again One Fold? · 

Many of the descendants of 
the original parishioners have 
passed away or moved else­
where, leaving a small number 
of families to support the 
.c~urch. Efforts have been occa­
s1ona1Iy made to annex the con­
g;egation to St. Hubert's in l?o­
s1ere so that there will agafn 
be one fold and one shepherd. 

Who knowns? Perhaps in the 
• not distant future St. Michael's 

<'hurch may pass out of exis­
~ence. a.nd along with it, some 
interesting local history will be 
lost. 


