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With the
Spirits

BY DICK KARBON

Press-Gozette StaHf Writer

BRUSSELS — The year was 1884. Democrat
Grover Cleveland had just been elected president of
the United States. John B. Everts was a Belgian
saloonkeeper at Green Bay.

Everts didn’t know it then, but an illness suffered
by his wife and a traveling spiritualist healer would
prompt him to become the founder of a Door County
religious group still in existence and known today as
the White Star Church of Psychic Science.

The wandering medium claimed to have healing
powers. He treated Everts’ wife and she recovered.

“You, too, have the gift of healin[f:'. You also have
the gift of prophecy,” the healer told Everts.

"ﬂ' you will stop your business of selling rum and
permit the spirits to work through you, you will be-
come a great speaker, bringing messages of power to
people hungering for light.”

Everts gave up his saloon and became a medium. In
the months to follow he held seances in the homes of
friends in the Door County T'own of Gardner.

They became a subject of religious controversy in
the predominantly Catholic area.

A local priest doubted Everts’ powers, claiming he
could prevent him from communicating with the dead.

Another Belgian businessman named Duchateau
bet the priest $1,000 that Everts would succeed.

A duel of supernatural powers was set for 10 a.m,,
June 22, 1885.

The priest didn’t show. Men were sent to get him
and he came, but he refused to have anything to do
with this “infernal business.”

It was a great victory for the spiritualists. Twenty
families left the Catholic Church and paid $20 each to
build their own church.

The White Star Church of Psychic Science, built in
1893, still stands on the crest of a hill along County
Highway C about four miles off Highway 5% north of
Brussels.

Today it has 48 adult members each paying $10
dues per year. It has no debts. The congregation buys
something only when it has the money to pay cash.

Services are held on the second and fourth Sundays
each month from Easter to Thanksgiving. They are
suspended during winter months because of the
weather,

The pastor since 1951 is the Rev. Clara Twele, 74, a
medium. She drives 170 miles from Okauchee, near
Milwaukee, twice a month for services.

Mrs. Twele is an ordained psychic science minister,
having passed required written and oral examinations
in ancient and modern history, comparative religion,
philosophy, sociology, public speaking, church admin-
1stration and parliamentary law.

Some of the White Star members are in the fifth
generation. Some are new.

“They (new members) tell us they're seeking some-
thing else. . something they can't get in their church,”
said Mrs, Twele.

White Star members believe they can communicate
with spirits of the earthly dead. They believe they
have healing powers, through those spirits and their
medium, -

Mrs. Twele admits there are skeptics. But, she said,
the White Star Church of Psychic Science is part of a
religion. It is not based on dark seances, witchcraft or
magic.

Mrs. Zephyrs LaViolette, 72 and widowed last year,
is secretary of the church, She has minutes of meet-
ings from the founders, written in French. There were
familiar Door County names — Peltier, Herlache,
Counard, Corbisier.

Alexander Dewarzegar, an early convert who was
said to have healing powers and the ability to contact
the dead, once was pastor of the church. Nephews
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White Star Church Near Brussels
and

Pastor Clara Twele

Milton and Edward Dewarzegar, both retired farmers,
are members of the church today.

Mrs. LaViolette is a descendent of a charter church
member,

“1 was born and raised in the church,” said Mrs.
LaViolette. “I get a lot of comfort from it. I'm not
afraid of dying.

“We don't meet: in dark circles. Everything is done
in public daylight. I wouldn't sit in a dark circle be-
cause | could not be sureit’s true. I'm too skeptical.”

Mrs. LaViolette said she has communicated with
her husband through Mrs. Twele.

White Star is the mother church of the Associated
Psychic Science Churches of America. Instead of a re-
ligious creed, it has principles of life, parts of which
are:

— A belief in God as an intelligent power and force,
ir;lf_"mite in scope, manifesting in and through every-
thing. -

— That the universe is a demonstration of a pur-
poseful existence.

— That man is obligated to establish hope, faith
and trust in his fellow humans and to understand his
physical, mental and spiritual nature.

— That man is born free of sin possessing both
physical and spiritual body, and that death is a transi-
tion from physical to spiritual life.

— That some persons have or can develop extrasen-
sory perception (ESP).

— That healings documented in religious history
are possible by those who possess ESP.

— That the Ten Commandments and the Golden
Rule are basic rules of conduct.

“We believe in Christ as a master teacher,” said
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Mrs. Twele. “We believe in the Bible as written by
men about men,

“We believe a person is immortal and that life is a
universal experience.”

It also is the belief of church members that forgive-
ness for a wrong deed cannot be granted by anyone
but the person who was wronged, and forgiveness is
possible in the spiritual as well as the physical life.

Mrs. Twele, an energetic gray-haired woman with
pale blue eyes, said she has been able to communicate
with spirits since childhood at Roundup, Mont., a
small town founded by her father.

“I was raised a Catholic,” she said. “But from the
time I was 3 or 4 years old | saw things. My parents
thought I was telling fibs and I would get spankings.

“After a while, 1 stoYped teling my parents about
the things I saw. But I would tell my brothers and
they would tell my parents. And I would get spanked
again.

“One time | saw a fire but I wouldn't tell. My
father came home at noon and said there was a brush
fire. I saw it before it happened.

“I always could see and hear things, but | couldn't
explain it,

“I was about 9. . .I saw was sitting in a hammock
and I saw a very beautiful lady with a high collar and
a beaver hat, carrying a little umbrella.

"MEdmother was in the house taking care of my
uncle Edgar, who was ill. The lady told me my uncle
would be all right.

“I ran into the house and told my mother what the
lady said, but she didn't believe me. She said, ‘If
you're so smart, ask your lady her name.’

“A couple of days later I saw the lady agan. She
sald her name was Adelaide Schindler.

“I went in and told my mother and she said, ‘Don’t
ever mention that name again.” My uncle, who did re-
cover, fainted when 1 said the name.

“I was young and I didn’t think much about it. But
when | was about 20 I was visiting another uncle and
going through an old photo album. I saw a picture of
the pretty lady, and I said, ‘I know her.’

“My uncle said ‘You couldn’t know her. She died in
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childbirth before you were born. Adelaide Schindler
was your uncle Edgar’s wife.’ i

“That's when I got involved with the psychic sci-
ence church.”

Mrs, Twele said spirits communicate through her
during church services, as well as during private sit-
tings or consultations.

“I have never written a sermon,” she said. "I ask if
a person (in the congregation) has a question relevant
to the philosophy. I hear a voice putting words in my
head and | repeat them.

““The spirit works through my mind: I've been told
that sometimes my voice changes and my eves look
different, but I'm not aware of 1t. | don't retain what
I've said. If someone asks me what | meant by what |
said, 1 can't tell them. I don't know."”

Mrs. Twele, who was studving to become a nurse
when she got involved with the psychic science
church, said she has the gift of healing, but for al
ments such as broken bones, “1 prefer they go to a
doctor, If the bone does not mend properly, they prob-
ably would not go after the doctor, but you know they
would go after a spiritualist.”

Mrs. Twele said she does not believe in fortune tel
ling, card reading, reincamation or what she calls
“spook chasing.”

She said she can predict some future events, but
usually does not,

“1 don't believe it's anybody's business. [ don't
want to be a Jean Dixon, talking about public figures
such as President Carter. That type of thing gives us,
in our religion of psychic science, a black eve.”

Mrs. Twele said she does not contact spririts. They
contact her.

“You cannot command them. They come. I'm the
go-between, like the telephone. You can hear it nng-
ing, but someone must answer it.”

Mrs. Twele believes her link to the spiritual world
is her deceased brother, Arthur, who was killed in a
plane crash in August 1929, She said she regularly
communicates with him,

“People talk about heaven and hell. They tell us
(psychie church members) we are going to hell because
of our beliefs, but heaven and hell depends on the way
you have lived on earth."”

Arthur, she said, told her, “if vou want to know
what hell is, it's going up to your wife and children (as
a spirit) at your funeral and they don’t know you're
there. That 1s hell.”

Mrs. Twele said there are non-believers who criti
cize members of the White Star Church.

“If they don't believe, we don't care. We don't ad-
vertise, we don't ask people to come. But you would be
surprised how many people are holding their feelings
locked in their hearts. Catholics, Protestants, people
of all denominations come to me for consultation.

“If others don’t believe, it is their business. But we
must be honest and sincere. It is our religion.”




