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Antoine De Smet ( 1909-1997) 

nu: death on 28 Ottcmbcr 1991 of Antoin.t De 
Srnct )(ave,. a J;tt':at vacuum in the: acadc:mk mili(u 
both In hJs nath·e- Bdglum and 01bruad. De Sme1 
wAs born on l 0 Aug\Jst 1909 til ,1\.)sc:brock. After 
Cu,lsh11lg his S<"Condarr education a1 the Coll(oge 
SaJm~L.ouls onllrugts, he entered the Unlv("r~h}' o f 
Ghent. 11l 1 ~30 he was appolmcd lnstructor­
~tudc:nt In the Gcographic:al Oivlslon Q( Ute Uni· 
Vfrsttr In 1929, following the advi« or hl.s hJSlory 
pro{tUOr tand tutor. Henri Pircnnc. he- tumC'd 10 
ht~torkal gtogr.lpby. lhc: fit:kl to whkh he d("VVCcd 

htt rnot.lrch and pub!ka1ion {or th<" rnt of his lift. 
tn tht same yur, hc: publishC'd his first CS"S~y. ·u 
mmptt dt l.a n.h •tgation entre Brugc,, Nitupon ct 
Ypre~. 1195-1404', Hls d<l(.10ral the~!$. cmilled 
' HI$t<'lirt des villes de- D<unuu:, de Munikc:rcdc er 
de HI'W'kc: dep uls I~ otigim:t j u,4u'en 1,))0', 

followc:d. From g:raduatlOil in &9)l tutlll 19}4. Dt' 

Smtt taught at 1hc: Koninkljjk Athenwm at GhtOI 
and 31 tht' KooJnkUjk Athrnc:um of Antwerp. 

1.n JinUolJ)' 19)4, Antoine: DeSmet embarked on 
his proftssJonal caret:r iu 1he Royal Library of 
Belgitlm. In 26 Novt•nbt.·r 1935 he obtained his 
djploma hl Hbrarlan~hlp and a year lalc;r WM 
appoint~td llbrcuio•t On I July 1949 he: became 
As.~srant K('epcr, ~nd In 1964 Kt-e~r. But alrndy 
by l9l9. he had org4nitrd th~ ltoyal Ubrary•, 

roUe<tion or maps .md plan1,. making it avaUabk fur 
ronsuJtaoon. In 1969 hr was .appoinuxt H<".td oJ lb( 

Depa.runcnt of Hb:uwk'l CoCkctions. De rttiu~d iu 
1974. 

Antoine De- Smet f'Qntrihuted equi.lly \"ldely 
outside the Llbr.uy. Jn 1954, he was dooed litular 
member of dte Belg\an Committee £or the lUstory 
of Science, the oldts• Bd~hm organization lor dae 
advao('(mem ol 1ht hl~tory uf science (founded ln 

1933). h~ 19S6, be btame the Secret;lry o f the 
Couuniu« anJ tht Editor of its Naus 8ibliC$!1iplu· 
qui1-Biblicgra{tStht N/114'1 , In 19S7. he ro4 founckd 
the .:atic)n(llt CM'IITC" f<W thr History of Sdentt. 

btcomhlg HtsL tn ltwf ye-ar~ Secrwry .1nd thrn. 
later on.. PrnAdem. From 1963 to 1974, ()C" Smel 
'io\'aS a llltJU.b~r Of lht editorial R.o.lrd of ln:A!JI1 

Mt.iltdi .md in 1969 h~ organj:r.ed the Third Inlet• 
national Conkr~nC'C" t)n the- Hi~tnry of Cartugr.1.phy, 
which tool< piMC' In Rru~<id'i. Re~ldc:s his a t1ivitid 

in thr h i..-•ory of t';\nography and itl the history o( 
sdcn~, De S rrttt WiU al~n at one lime: PreSident o{ 

cbc AC'ou;ICmie Roy.JIC' rl'Arctltologie de BelgSqut. 
A.ntoint' 1)(- Smrt•< hreadth of intC".rdt is rc:~cttd 

in his mcmbcnhip ol sn<eral k-amtd sodttlts. 

mctuding the Sodf<t royal< beige d< g~,.phk: 
rh< S<>O<t< bell,'< d't"Mks g&>grapt,;qu«; lit< 
SodCr(: pour lc JU'()Iii.Tet: de$ itudes phiiOiog:lqUC<!t tt 
h.istoriques.; the: Comhr national dt' gt!-ogtaphlc 
(Se<1ion de cartographic:); the: Corrunis~lon of 
t:Ostory of Sc:lcucc of alu: Roya) At"C'tdemy of 
6el~hm1; and the Chtcrrcidlische- Acadtllllt det• 
Wis5('nschahen. lie was also oonespoodblg cdJtor 
the Ccrontlii·Wtllbund dLr GIOJbusfrtundt. 

Anwinc DC' Smcl will always be r~rueulbtred h.>r 
his hurnamsdt' ;attitude, in whkb a deep and wid< 
knowledge' uf the· sub;tat mallt'r of bis canogra· 
pbical and huuxtal rncardte!. was rocnbbl«l With 

profound ktndn.c» aod allabillly. 
uossam Elk.had('ln 


